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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 
 
CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  
 
SUBMISSION FROM ANONYMOUS 

 
Dear committee, 
 
I understand that the Scottish Government has asked for views on its 
proposed legislation concerning the outlawing of physical punishment of 
children. I appreciate this is rather late in the day but I believe the closing date 
for submissions is January 25th 2019 so I am still within that time limit.  
 
I feel I wish to make my view known on this and if you would forward it to the 
department responsible for collating responses, I should be most grateful to 
you. I would be interested to know how you propose to vote on this issue and 
would appreciate your response. 
 
My position is that legislation cannot teach people right from wrong in this 
matter. It will be a handcuffed master at best, which will seek to satisfy the 
genuinely well intentioned views of individuals and organisations who currently 
support it but ultimately legislation cannot replace the need for level headed 
parenting and measures which would relieve the periodic tension in adult-child 
relationships; I speak as one who had significant experience of physical 
punishment as a child and it is my perception that while the (sometimes) 
brutality of one of my parents was worthy of considerable censure, the mild 
chastisement of my other parent was not out of order in terms of correcting 
foolish behaviour which would have lead to my own future detriment. It dealt 
with the matter and I have no maladjustment from it in my view of my own 
upbringing.  
 
It is this aspect (mild physical punishment) of my own experience that the 
Scottish Government now considers illegal - the other aspect would rightly be 
illegal, and is. Despite that, it still goes on - the law has not prevented it from 
continuing. Slavery was once abolished but still continues apace.  
 
How is the Scottish Government proposing to police this act, since mild 
chastisement may well be carried on in the home or - less likely in any case 
these days without the need for legislation - in public.  
 
Are we all to be spies on each other and parent/guardian/child relationships to 
be suspiciously grounded? This is an appalling vagueness and I have no faith 
that the Government really knows how it is going to - practically - carry this 
out, with objective evidence and justifiable sanction. 
 
While I utterly agree that there is no excuse for physical abuse of a child or 
adult, this legislation will not even begin to touch the reasons why an adult 
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requires to punish a child. Punishment is not always wrong. Surely the 
Scottish Government does not find that intolerable? Surely we still know how 
to educate without having to criminalise people? People can still drink and 
drive but we all know that it is not wise. People can still wear fur but we all 
know it is distasteful. People can still smoke in designated places but we know 
where the line is drawn. I do not think the parallels with these matters and the 
one under discussion regarding the upbringing of children are entirely 
divisible.  
 
The trouble is, this legislation seeks - and again no matter how well 
intentioned it is, it will fail to resolve the issue, to act as a faulty master over a 
matter which is too complex, ingrained and subjective to be rectified by 
legislation of this kind. I have no doubt it will be passed for an appearance of 
"progressiveness" but it will leave hopes and expectations short of what is 
anticipated - I make no claims as to the future state of the country as a result 
of this peculiar work of parliament but the proof will remain unquantifiable and 
more damage than good will result since the basic premise (I presume) - a 
childhood free from fear, will remain elusive.  
 
The principle is good in theory but it applies to all aspects of life - freedom 
from fear. I cannot see this act being able to ensure that outcome, any more 
than the Scottish Government will achieve its aim to eradicate child poverty in 
Scotland by 2030, any more than it will make Scotland the happiest, 
healthiest, richest country in the world for all of us even by 3030. Politicians 
are not in the business of "might be's" and wish lists. 
 
As one who does respect the rule of law, I also respect the rule of liberty and I 
find this legislation implausible for the reasons mentioned above, thus I object 
to the imposition of it on Scotland's people. I find it disturbing that the Scottish 
Government seeks to give an impression of kindness towards children while 
attempting to redesign a part of the nation's parenting skills by the stroke of a 
pen in Edinburgh, whilst claiming citizens living in Scotland have a right to 
choose the way they live without fear.  
 
In conclusion, I think this proposal shows a level of wishful thinking, 
wrongheadedness of a well meaning sort but ironic as that is, I do not lose 
sight of the matter-I merely object to this clumsy way of dealing with it. Come 
back with a better solution please. I suggest continuing education via 
advertising and social media; change attitudes in a more grown-up and 
sincere way than merely passing a law. This law will be a dark cloud over the 
Scottish Government. 
 


